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K-12 levels  Breakout sessions and workshops Oregon Spirit Book Award Author Panel PDUs given  

Graduate Credit available through Lewis and Clark College 

Linda Christensen, Keynote Speaker 
Christensen is the Director of the Oregon Writing Project and also a member of the 

Rethinking Schools editorial board. Her work focusing on incorporating both writing 

and social justice in the classroom is both opportune and important for all teachers. 

The second edition of her acclaimed book Reading, Writing, and Rising Up: Teaching 

About Social Justice and the Power of the Written Word 2nd Edition is being released 

and will be the focus of an OCTE book study Facebook group this year. 

Registration: http://www.octe.org 

OCTE Fall Conference October 13, 2018, 8:15 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
 

Excellent Value. Members Only $75 /non-members $95 (first year membership included, plus lunch and a free Oregon Spirit book).  



Conference Highlights   

 
Roses Aren't Always Red:  

Using Poetry to Inspire in the 
Writing Workshop 

Elementary 
Karin Kayfes 

 

 
 

  
In this writing session for elementary 
teachers, we will explore poetry mentor 
texts and how to use them to inspire 
students to write great poems. 
Teachers will leave this session with 
many mentor poems, some tools for 
talking to kids about the poems, 
specific ideas about how to write 
poetry inspired by these mentors, and 
best of all, several original poems 
written by you! 

Timely Othello 

Secondary 
 

Lynette Gottlieb 
 

 
 

Shakespeare's Othello (1603) is as 
timely as ever some 415 years on. 
In preparation to teach it to 
middle school students, I found 
Othello rich with "ripped from 
the headlines" moments related 
to social justice, immigration, 
race relations, and gender 
politics. In my presentation I'll 
delve into the content of the play, 
sharing my teaching ideas and 
activities. 
 

This I Believe: Developing an 
Educational Philosophy 

 
General Audience 

 
Delana Heidrich 

 

 
 
 
 

      Listen to a brief talk about how the 
speaker developed an educational 
philosophy during her 30 years in 
education, and then use guided 
writing and discussion to develop 
(or refine) and articulate a 
philosophy of your own. 

Using Time & Talk to Support 
the Writing Development of 

Children Learning English 
Elementary 

Maika Yeigh 

 
 

In this interactive presentation, 
participants will explore how 
providing Emergent Bilingual 
children with time for exploratory 
writing and opportunities for peer 
talk supports writing development. 
Structures that support learner 
empowerment through writing 
workshop will be considered. 

 



 
Countering Classroom Crickets: 

Getting Students Talking 
General 

Jean Mittelstaedt 
 
 

 
 

  
We all experience asking a question of 
our classes and hearing…crickets. We 
also want our students talking to each 
other. From classic active learning 
techniques like icebreakers and Jigsaw 
to newer takes on activities like speed 
dating and Human Barometer, you’ll 
participate in and take away activities 
that will get your students talking to 
you and to each other. 
 

Beyond the Five Paragraph 
Essay  

Secondary 
 

Jay Rishel 
 

 
 

How can we support our students in 
their attempts move beyond rigid, 
lifeless writing structures? In this 
workshop we'll discuss ways to 
implement a collage-style essay 
based on Peter Elbow's "Writing 
with Power." 

Developing Critical Literacy 
Through Book Club & Digital 

Storytelling 

Secondary 
Rebecca Smith 

 

 
 

 
      The Digital Storytelling Project 

engages pre-service teachers in an 
instructional strategy they can use 
with future students. A critical 
literacy framework guides Book 
Club groups in analyzing literary 
texts. Students develop Digital 
Storybooks to critique and 
synthesize readings. Group 
presentation by University of 
Portland students. 

 

The Inspiration of Visual 
Literacy 
Secondary 

Mark Benedict 
 

 
 

 
 

How can we enhance our students' 
ability to read texts and the world 
using inspiring visual texts? 
Together, let's explore a variety of 
compelling options (infographics, 
visual art, and video) to engender 
empathy, visual literacy, and 
creation techniques. 
 

 



Creating relevance for all students 
through narrative, reading and 

writing 
Secondary 

Nazia Swartz 
 

 
 
    The workshop explores ways in 

which we connect with students 
within the scope of various aspects 
of their visible and invisible identities 
while designing lessons that 
generate conversations about 
unearned advantages to illuminate 
injustices in problematic English 
literature. 

 

Art and Argument: Using the 
Portland Art Museum to Engage 

Students in Social Justice  
Secondary 

 
Jeanne Sheets-Sagoo 

Donna Sheets-Mathew 

 
 

This presentation will focus on the 
ways in which the Portland Art 
Museum can support student 
thinking and writing about social 
justice. The presentation will make 
use of Slides, handouts, online 
resources, and it will primarily focus 
on a social justice unit that asks 
students to address social justice 
through the lens of art. 

"Dealing with Challenging and 
Controversial Books in the 

Classroom" 

General 
Rick Hardt 

 

 
 

With: Lynette Gottlieb, Paul 
Gregorio, Jackie Hamm, Delana 
Heidrich, Karen Johnson, Desiree 
Kiesel 

       Have you had push-back from 
parents or administrators on books 
you would like to use in the 
classroom? A panel of experienced 
educators will share their ideas and 
resources. They will provide a 
packet of examples, links, and policy 
statements. Come and share your 
views and suggestions. 

 

Author Panel 
General 

 
Paul Gregorio 

 

 
 

 

     Meet some of the authors of 
your favorite Oregon Spirit Book 
Awards winners. You’ll have an 
opportunity to hear from these 
authors in a panel discussion 
moderated by Paul Gregorio. Get 
some additional time with these 
outstanding authors.  
 

 


